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Attention: Mr John Atkinson  
 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
Re.   Urbex Capestone Estate Stages 1 and 3 

Guidance for Purchasers Re Acoustical Design Requirements of QDC MP 4.4 
 
Further to your request, I have prepared a noise model for Capestone Estate Stages 1 and 3.  I have 
then used this model to generate the actual QDC MP 4.4 noise categories that will apply to each of 
the 40 allotments within located within the Transport Noise Corridor associated with Anzac Avenue.   
 
In addition, I have prepared an outline of (i) three assessment methods, each of which may be 
adopted to determine the extent of building upgrade to be implemented into the acoustical design 
of any particular residence, and (ii) the information it is expected to be required by the Building 
Certifier to allow the certification process to be completed thereafter.   
 
1.0  Background  
 
Under the Decision Notice ς Development Permit (approval) letter dated 21 July 2009 (QDMR Ref: 
830/1902 (J6117)) DTMR imposed Condition 2 requiring that residences on specific lots be designed 
in accordance with AS3671 - 1989 Acoustics - Road Traffic Noise Intrusion - Building Siting and 
Construction. 
 
Subsequently, a Change to a Development Approval was issued by Council on 23 November 2010 
(Council ref DA/13850/2005/CHG/3 (tp)).  In this document, Council imposed Condition S.6 within 
the section entitled Material Change of Use Component ς Preliminary Approval ς RD12 Residential 
Precinct.  Condition S.6 requires that appropriate noise attenuation measures be incorporated into 
the dwelling design and construction άto ensure predicted traffic and transport noise levels do not 
exceed 55dBA (LAeq,24hr) ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘǿŜƭƭƛƴƎέΦ 
 
In the same document, Council also imposed Referral Agency Condition RA1 - Queensland 
Department of Main Roads (Concurrence Agency) which required that compliance with the 
requirements of DTMR letter dated 27 October 2010 (QDMR Ref: 510/179 (F313)) be achieved. 
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At page 2 of QDMR Ref: 510/179 (F313ύΣ 5¢aw ǎǘŀǘŜŘΥ άtƭŜŀǎŜ ƴƻǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜƎŀǊŘ ǊƻŀŘ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ƴƻƛǎŜΣ 
the department has been working with the Department of Infrastructure and Planning on the 
development of a mandatory Queensland Development Code (QDC) dealing with residential 
development close to State-controlled roads and railways.  This code sets mandatory construction 
standards for new residential development, or additions to existing residential development, within 
a Transport Noise Corridor.  This code effectively replaces the previous system of Transport and 
Main Roads of placing covenants on title to ensure road traffic noise is addressed, thus Condition 2 
(ref QDMR Ref: 830/1902 (J6117)) is no longer relevant.  The proposed lots that were conditioned 
for covenants are (now) within a transport noise corridor and will be subject to the new mandatory 
code when a building appliŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƳŀŘŜ ŦƻǊ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŘǿŜƭƭƛƴƎΦέ  
 
In summary therefore, Council required that internal noise levels do not exceed 55dBA LAeq,24hr, while 
DTMR deferred to the requirements of QDC MP 4.4. 
 
2.0 Application of QDC MP 4.4 Buildings in a Transport Noise Corridor 
 
QDC MP 4.4 Buildings in a Transport Noise Corridor was gazetted on September 2010.  The stated 

ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ v5/ at пΦп ƛǎ άto ensure habitable rooms of Class 1, 2, 3 and 4 buildings located in a 
Transport Noise Corridor are designed and constructed to reduce transport noiseΦέ  
 
Under Section 246Z of Building Act 1975, a Transport Noise Corridor (TNC) has been designated 
along both sides of the State-controlled road adjoining the site, ie Anzac Avenue.  The TNC 
designation applies to all land lying within 100m of the edge of nearest running lane of Anzac 
Avenue.  A Transport Noise Corridor has not been declared for land adjoining Capestone Boulevard. 
 
In general, all residential allotments located within a TNC will need to be acoustically designed in 
accordance with the requirements of QDC MP 4.4 having regard to the relevant noise categories.  
The noise categories can be determined by reference to the DHPW website or in accordance with 
the alternative site-specific noise level assessment method. 
 
QDC MP 4.4 permits building upgrade requirements to be determined either (i) by application of 
noise categories determined from the DHPW website, or (ii) from the results of the alternative site-
specific noise assessment.    
 
When applying the noise assessment method to the determination of either the noise categories or 
the building upgrade requirements that apply to any specific residence located within a TNC, due 
consideration may be given to the following matters:- 
  

1. Site topography. 

2. Beneficial shielding provided by any barriers ς either existing or required to be constructed 
as a condition of the approval of the Development Application over the subject site. 

3. !ŎƻǳǎǘƛŎŀƭ ǎƘƛŜƭŘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ άŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ 
buildiƴƎǎέ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ όƛύ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŦƻǊƳŀƭ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘΣ ƻǊ όƛƛύ 
in the case of the specific building/s being assessed, where building approval is being sought.  

 
In addition, and as a result of additional advice provided by DTMR, the following refinements to the 
noise assessment method are also applicable:- 
  

4. Advice from DTMR in November 2011 contends that determination of the relevant noise 
category may be made on a facade-specific basis, ie the noise categories that apply to any 
specific residence may differ from one facade to the next due to the effect of shielding by 
the residence itself or by other nearby residences.  
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5. In January 2012, DTMR refined their earlier advice to allow a more reasonable and practical 
approach to be adopted in the determination of the site-specific noise categories.  In 
essence, this amended advice contends that, where building floor plans have been prepared 
for a residence and the acoustical design of the residence is being undertaken, facade-
specific noise categories may be determined for each habitable space individually rather 
than on a whole-of-facade basis.  For example, if the facade of a residence is subjected to 
two noise categories, the higher of the two noise categories need apply only to the spaces 
exposed to the higher category, not to all spaces exposed to that facade of the dwelling. 

6. More recently in April 2012, updated advice from DTMR has resulted in further refinement 
of the acoustical design procedures.  This updated advice contends that in situations where 
noise contours can be plotted at fine gradation around the external facades of the building 
being assessed, such that noise levels can be determined with precision at individual 
building facade elements, the calculation procedures of AS3671 - 1989 Acoustics - Road 
Traffic Noise Intrusion - Building Siting and Construction may be adopted in lieu of the noise 
categories and the minimum Rw values presented in Schedule 1 of QDC MP 4.4 to determine 
the precise level of building upgrade required to be implemented to achieve compliance 
with the internal sound level of AS/NZS 2107:2000 Acoustics ς Recommended Design Sound 
Levels and Reverberation Times for Building Interiors1 that is applicable to the specific space.   

 
Notes:  
 
AS/NZS 2107:2000 sets internal noise level limits as low as 35dBA LAeq,1hr night.  These limits are significantly 
more stringent than the 55dBA LAeq,24hr internal noise level limit set under Council Condition S.6.  As a result, 
notwithstanding the fact that the requirements of QDC MP 4.4 will override any acoustical design 
requirements imposed by a regulatory authority, if the internal sound levels of AS/NZS 2107:2000 are met, 
compliance with the requirements of Council Condition S.6 will be achieved automatically. 
 
As DTMR concluded in October 2010, the requirements of QDC MP 4.4 replace the requirements of any 
conditions imposing specific acoustical design measures on residential premises located within a Transport 
Noise Corridor (TNC).  This also includes 55dBA LAeq,24hr requirement imposed by Council.   Because there is a 
mismatch between (i) the requirements of the conditions of the current approval relating to the control of 
noise intrusion and (ii) the provisions of QDC MP 4.4, and given that residences to which the QDC will apply 
must be designed in accordance with the stated acoustical standards in any event, it is important to resolve 
this inconsistency.  Accordingly, to remove all doubt, the developer is negotiating with Council to remove the 
inconsistent conditions and, consequently, an application will be made to Council to amend the relevant 
conditions of Change to a Development Approval ref DA/13850/2005/CHG/3 (tp) to delete any requirement to 
carry out an acoustical design review of the residences on Stages 1 and 3 except as required as a matter of 
course in accordance with QDC MP 4.4.  It is currently anticipated that this request for amendment will be 
granted.  The information and advice that follows below in Sections 4.0 and 5.0 has been prepared on this 
basis. 

                                                           
1  The minimum Rw values presented in Schedule 1 of QDC MP 4.4 were determined for a generic building design by applying the 

calculation techniques of AS3671 ς 1989 to achieve compliance with the satisfactory internal sound levels of AS/NZS 2107:2000.  
Refer tabulation of Referenced Documents of QDC MP 4.4.  Because it was necessary to cover a moderately wide range of functional 
variances for each particular space (ie number of exposed facades, floor areas, areas of glazing, ceiling height, presence of roof/ceiling 
construction, presence of entry door, et cetera) in doing so, as well as deal with (i) a 5dBA spread of noise levels within each Noise 
Category and (ii) generalised (and usually conservative) offsets between (a) L10(18hour) and LAeq,1hrnight values and (b) L10(18hour) and LAeq,1hrday 

values, a significant degree of conservatism was built into the minimum Rw values of Schedule 1.   
 

In addition, the minimum Rw values of Schedule 1 have been determined on the basis that equal levels of acoustic energy are 
transmitted via each of the specific building elements.  In practice, the acoustical performance of wall and roof/ceiling constructions, 
ŜǾŜƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ άǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴέ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻns, often exceeds the minimum Rw values of Schedule 1.  As a result of this, a re-balancing 
of the Rw performance requirement for glazing can be undertaken without increasing the level of noise intrusion and without 
jeopardising compliance with the relevant internal sound levels of AS/NZS 2107:2000.   

 
When due consideration is also given to the actual level of noise exposure at the facade, rather than adoption of the applicable 5dBA 
Noise Category band, a further refinement of the Rw performance requirement for glazing can be conducted, again without 
jeopardising compliance with the relevant internal sound level requirement.   As a result, when these refinements are adopted, it has 
been determined that, in almost all instances, the glazing to habitable spaces will not need to be upgraded to the degree stated in 
Schedule 1.  Furthermore and in particular, for spaces with relatively low areas of glazing and exposed to noise levels at or around 
63dBA, it has been determined routinely that full compliance with the relevant internal sound levels of AS/NZS 2107:2000 can be 
achieved without requiring any upgrade being made to the acoustic performance of the glazing beyond standard construction.  
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3.0 Default Noise Categories as Advised by DHPW Website 
 
At present, the Transport Noise Corridor Search Tool on the DHPW website is unable to provide a 
response to searches conducted for any of the lots of Stages 1 and 3.  It is understood that this is due 
to either (i) delay in the updating of the website to account for changes to the real property 
descriptions following the reconfiguration of the originating lots or (ii) problems associated with the 
transfer of the operation website from DLGP to DHPW.  When the RPD of each of the originating lots 
ŀǊŜ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǘƻƻƭΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ άAt this time we are not able to 
provide a response to your online searchέΦ 
 
Notwithstanding, from advice provided earlier by Building Codes Queensland, it is known that the 
default noise category applicable to a particular lot within Stages 1 and 3 of Capestone Estate can be 
determined by reference to the information presented in Table 1. 
 

Noise Category Offset Distance from the White Line Marking the Closest Edge of 
Anzac Road (m) 

4 0.0-31.0 

3 31.0-69.5 

2 69.5-100.0 

1 NA 

0 >100.0 

   
Table 1 ς Default Noise Categories by Offset Distance from Anzac Road 

 
Having regard to the information presented in Table 1, it can be determined that Lots 1-5, 16-30, 41-
43, 169-179 and 196-201 are located within the Anzac Avenue TNC.  Accordingly, QDC MP 4.4 will 
apply to each residence to be constructed these 40 lots.   
 
The resultant default noise category designations applicable to each of these 40 lots can be 
determined accordingly.   
 
These are presented in Table 2 overpage.   
 
Note:   
 
Most of the 40 lots identified above are subjected to more than one default noise category.  Under 
QDC MP 4.4, where a lot is designated as lying in more than one noise category band such that two 
or more noise categories would apply to the residence (ie two or noise categories encroach onto the 
building location envelope for the particular lot), the higher of the two noise categories is deemed to 
apply to the residence to be constructed on the lot.  For example, Lot 25 is located within both the 
Noise Category 4 and Noise Category 3 bands.  The default category four Lot 25 would be Noise 
Category 4.  Similarly, Lot 179 is located within both the Noise Category 2 and Noise Category 0 
bands.  The default category four Lot 179 would be Noise Category 2. 
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Lot No 
Noise 

Category  
Lot No 

Noise 
Category  

Lot No 
Noise 

Category  
Lot No 

Noise 
Category  

1 4 21 4 41 2 176 3 

2 3 22 4 42 3 177 3 

3 3 23 4 43 2 178 2 

4 2 24 4 169 4 179 2 

5 2 25 4 170 4 196 2 

16 2 26 3 171 4 197 3 

17 2 27 3 172 4 198 3 

18 3 28 3 173 4 199 3 

19 3 29 3 174 4 200 3 

20 4 30 2 175 3 201 3 

 
Table 2 ς Default Noise Categories by Lot  

 
From Table 2, it can be seen that, Default Noise Category 4 would apply to 13 lots, while Default 
Noise Category 3 would apply to 17 lots and Default Noise Category 2 would apply to 10 lots.   
 
4.0 Refined Noise Categories 
 
Having regard to each of Matters 1-3 above, the noise model for Capestone Estate has been 
configured to generate the QDC MP 4.4 Noise Categories that will apply to each of the relevant 40 
lots under the Noise Assessment provisions of QDC MP 4.4.  In each case, due account has been 
taken of the site topography (including the site earthworks levels) and the attenuation that will be 
provided by the already-constructed 3.0m high acoustic barrier erected along the common boundary 
with Anzac Avenue. 
 
A pair of noise contour plots has been prepared accordingly.  The noise contour plots are described 
below:- 
 

 Figure 1:  Noise Categories for the lower facades of residences 

 Figure 2:  Noise Categories for upper level facades of highset residences 
 
These figures are attached.   
 
Having regard to the information presented in each of Figures 1 and 2, the actual noise categories 
that would apply to each of the 40 lots identified can be determined directly.  The results are 
presented overpage in Table 3 (lower facades of residences) and Table 4 (upper level facades of 
highset residences).   
 
Having regard to standard building setback distances, where a lot is designated as lying in more than 
one noise category band, the higher of the two noise categories has been applied to the lot.   
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Lot No 
Noise 

Category  
Lot No 

Noise 
Category  

Lot No 
Noise 

Category  
Lot No 

Noise 
Category  

1 2 21 2 41 1 176 1 

2 2 22 1 42 1 177 1 

3 2 23 2 43 1 178 1 

4 2 24 2 169 2 179 1 

5 1 25 2 170 2 196 1 

16 1 26 1 171 2 197 1 

17 1 27 1 172 2 198 1 

18 2 28 1 173 2 199 1 

19 2 29 1 174 2 200 1 

20 2 30 1 175 1 201 1 

 
Table 3 ς Actual Noise Categories by Lot ς Lower Facades of Residences 

 
 

Lot No 
Noise 

Category  
Lot No 

Noise 
Category  

Lot No 
Noise 

Category  
Lot No 

Noise 
Category  

1 4 21 4 41 1 176 2 

2 3 22 4 42 1 177 2 

3 2 23 4 43 1 178 1 

4 2 24 4 169 4 179 1 

5 2 25 4 170 4 196 1 

16 2 26 1 171 4 197 1 

17 2 27 1 172 4 198 1 

18 2 28 1 173 4 199 1 

19 2 29 1 174 4 200 1 

20 4 30 1 175 4 201 1 

 
Table 4 ς Actual Noise Categories by Lot ς Upper Level Facades of Highset Residences 

 
Notes:  
  
1. The Noise Category determinations presented above in Tables 3 and 4 have been derived directly from the 

noise contour plots presented in Figures 1 and 2 and in accordance with the advice from DTMR as outlined 
in Section 2.0 above.  These noise categories may be used to guide the acoustic design of residences to be 
constructed on any of the lots of Stages 1 and 3.  Refer also Simple Method outlined in Section 5.1 
following. Over time, however, as residences are constructed on the site, the presence of approved 
residences close to Anzac Avenue will provide beneficial shielding to residences to be constructed on lots 
further removed from the road.  In turn, this will tend to reduce the specific noise category that will apply 
to some of the further-removed lots.  In particular, it is likely that the presence of approved residences 
close to Anzac Avenue will result in a reduction of the noise categories that will apply to lowset residences 
constructed on some lots (particularly Lots 3-5, 16-18, 26-30, 41-43, 176-179 and 196 -210) and the upper 
level of any highset residences constructed on various lots (eg Lots 5, 16, 30, 41, 43, 196 and 179).  Refer 
also Refined Methods 1 and 2 outlined in Section 5.1 following. 
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5.0 Guidance Re Acoustical Design and Certification Process 
 
5.1 Determination of Noise Categories for a Specific Residence 
 
Clearly, by reference to Tables 1-3 above, it can be seen that if due regard is given to site topography 
and the beneficial attenuation provided by the 3.0m high boundary barrier, the actual noise 
categories applying the 40 lots in the TNC will be substantially lower than the default noise 
categories determined by reference to the earlier advice from Building Codes Queensland.  For 
lowset residences and the lower levels of any highset residences, reductions of at least one noise 
category rating and up to three noise category ratings would apply.   
 
Having determined the noise categories for each lot, the extent of building upgrade that will be 
required to be implemented for a specific residence on any particular lot can be determined by one 
of three methods as discussed below:- 
 

1. Simple Method:  Having regard to Considerations 1-3 of Section 2.0, refer to Tables 3 and 4
 and extract the actual noise category for each level of the residence.   

2. Refined Method 1: Having regard to Considerations 1-5 of Section 2.0, update the existing 
noise model to include the specific residence to be constructed on the 
particular lot and, having regard to the beneficial shielding provided by (i) 
other already-constructed "approved" residences on Stages 1 and 3 and 
(ii) the residence to be constructed on the particular lot itself, determine 
the noise category/ies applicable to each facade of each habitable space 
within the residence.  For most habitable spaces of any residence, this 
method will result in noise categories that are lower than those 
determined by the Simple Method.  Thereafter, design the residence in 
accordance with the schedules of QDC MP 4.4.  The reduction in the noise 
category ratings relative to both the default noise categories and the 
noise categories determined by the Simple Method, will result in 
substantial reductions in building costs. 

3. Refined Method 2: Having regard to Considerations 1-6 of Section 2.0, update the existing 
noise model to include the specific residence to be constructed on the 
particular lot and, having regard to the beneficial shielding provided by (i) 
other already-constructed "approved" residences on Stages 1 and 3 and 
(ii) the residence to be constructed on the particular lot itself, plot noise 
contours at fine gradation around the external facades of the building 
being assessed and, thereafter for each habitable space, apply the 
calculation procedures of AS3671 - 1989 to determine the precise level of 
building upgrade (ie the Rw rating of each upgraded building element, or 
the building construction details for each specific building element to be 
upgraded) that will be required to be implemented into the design of the 
dwelling to achieve compliance with the relevant internal sound level of 
AS/NZS 2107:2000.   

  
Note: The added precision resulting from the adoption of the calculation 
procedures of AS3671 - 1989 will result in significant reductions in 
building costs relative to Refined Method 1 and very significant 
reductions relative to the Simple Method. 
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5.2 Building Design Upgrade Procedure Requirements 
 
5.2.1 Simple Method and Refined Method 1 Only 
 
Once the noise category/ies for a specific residence have been determined by either the Simple 
Method or Refined Method 1, and having regard to the provisions of QDC MP 4.4, the extent of 
building upgrade required to be applied to each habitable space of a residence, should be 
established in the following manner:- 
 

1. Schedule 1 of QDC MP 4.4 should be used to determine the Rw performance requirements 
(ie the acoustical ratings) for each facade element for each specific noise category, and  

 
2. Then, Schedule 2 of QDC MP 4.4 should be used to determine the deemed-to-comply 

building constructions, ie the "acceptable forms of construction", that match the Rw 
performance requirements.  As permitted under the provisions of QDC MP 4.4, however, 
building constructions other than the deemed-to-comply constructions presented in 
Schedule 2 may be incorporated into the building design provided that, in each case, the 
building conǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ άŀŎƘƛŜǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ Rw value for the relevant building component 
and applicable noise cŀǘŜƎƻǊȅΦέ 

 
Thereafter, to ensure that the residence is constructed in accordance with the required building 
upgrades, the building design drawings should be annotated to include (i) reference to the Rw ratings 
for specific building facade elements (eg windows) which are then to be used as a specification for 
supply of these facade elements, (ii) the specific deemed-to-comply constructions presented in 
Schedule 2 for the particular building facade element (eg external walls), or (iii) in the case of other 
building elements where none of the specific deemed-to-comply constructions is to be incorporated 
into the building design (eg in the case of lightweight external wall constructions), an alternative 
ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ άŀŎƘƛŜǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ Rw value for the relevant building component and 
applicable Noise Category2Φέ 
 
5.2.2 Refined Method 2 Only 
 
Once the schedule of (i) Rw ratings for each upgraded building element and/or (ii) the building 
construction details for each specific building element to be upgraded is prepared as outlined above 
in Section 5.1, annotate the building design drawings to include to these specific Rw ratings and/or 
(ii) the building construction details. 
 
5.3 Documentation for Building Acoustical Design Certification 
 
Certification of the adequacy of the acoustical design of the residence is a matter for sole 
determination by the Building Certifier.   
 
To assist the Building Certifier in making this determination, it is to be expected that various 
documents will need to be supplied to the building certifier.   The documentary requirements of the 
Building Certifier should be determined by making a request of the Building Certifier accordingly.   
 
  

                                                           
2  In instances where alternative building constructions are proposed, it would be prudent to ensure that confirmation that the specific 

construction achieves the required minimum Rw rating required is provided either by the facade elements supplier or by an RPEQ-
registered acoustical engineer experienced in acoustical design. 
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While the requirements of individual Building Certifiers will vary from one to another, it is likely that 
the following information will need to be provided in any event:- 
 

 Simple Method:  (i)  A copy of this letter of guidance 

(ii)  Building design drawings annotated to include (a) the noise category 
applying to each level of the dwelling and (b) reference to the Rw 
ratings, specific deemed-to-comply constructions and alternative 
building construction/s (plus supporting confirmation that the 
alternative construction/s comply with the Rw rating required) as 
discussed above in Section 5.2.1. 

 Refined Method 1:  (i)  A copy of this letter of guidance 

(ii)  An acoustical design review report for the specific residence 
detailing the noise categories applicable to each facade of each 
habitable space within the residence and, if requested, a schedule of 
additional annotations to be added to building design drawings. 

(ii)  A completed Form 15 Compliance Certificate for Building Design or 
Specification to accompany the acoustic design review report. 

(iv)  Building design drawings annotated to include (a) the noise category 
applying to each habitable space of the dwelling and (b) reference to 
the Rw ratings, specific deemed-to-comply constructions and 
alternative building construction (plus supporting confirmation that 
the alternative construction complies with the Rw rating required) as 
also discussed in Section 5.2.1 above. 

 

 Refined Method 2:  (i)  A copy of this letter of guidance 

(ii)  An acoustical design review report for the specific residence listing 
(a) the Rw ratings for each upgraded building element and/or (b) the 
building construction details for each specific building element to be 
upgraded. 

(ii)  A completed Form 15 Compliance Certificate for Building Design or 
Specification to accompany the acoustic design review report. 

(iv)  Building design drawings annotated to include (a) Rw ratings for each 
upgraded building element and/or (b) the building construction 
details for each specific building element to be upgraded as 
discussed above in Section 5.2.2. 

 
As also discussed above, the actual noise categories for lowset residences and the lower levels of 
any highset residences, will be at least one noise category rating and up to three noise category 
ratings lower than the default noise categories.  This reduction will result in lower building costs 
across-the- board. 
 
Furthermore, Refined Method 1 will result in further reductions in the noise categories for individual 
habitable spaces and, consequently, further reductions in building costs. 
 
Ultimately, however, the greatest savings in building costs will accrue when Refined Method 2 is 
adopted. 
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I trust that this information is adequate for your purposes at this stage, but should you require any 
further information, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
        
Yours faithfully,  
Acoustics RB Pty Ltd  

 
Russell Brown 
RPEQ 2799 



The Parks at Stretton - Lot 1415 - QDC MP4.4 Noise Categories January 2012 
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Figures 1 and 2  
  
  
 



  

   



 

  


